Basal cell carcinoma in childhood after radiation therapy: case report and review.
We describe 2 patients who received ionizing radiation as part of a curative regimen for childhood malignancy which later developed basal cell carcinoma at an early age. They do not occur within the context of well-defined syndromes, such like basal cell nevus syndrome, albinism, or xeroderma pigmentosum. Basal cell carcinomas appears on radiated areas in older individuals, less often in younger patients, in which the period of latency between exposure to radiation and the appearance of basal cell carcinomas is shorter than in older patients. Our 2 cases presented a period of latency of 11 and 10 years. Radiated skin areas must be explored as part of the follow-up in children who received radiotherapy and should probably be maintained for life. The basal cell carcinoma in childhood is best treated by excision.